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Call for all Victorian children to be included in kinder
Young children with disabilities and developmental delays are being disadvantaged by the Victorian Government’s funding models, according to claims by a coalition of organisations representing Early Childhood Intervention services.

“The Victorian Government knows that 4% of children have severe disabilities yet is only providing kindergarten inclusion support for approximately 1% of children” said Susana Gavidia-Payne, President of the Victorian chapter of Early Childhood Intervention Australia (ECIA). 
“This is blatantly unfair and sets up a situation where these young children do not get the same access to early learning as children without disabilities.  In effect, further disadvantage is being added to their existing disability, making it virtually impossible for them to get a fair start in life.
“We know that 92% of Victorians in a recent survey agreed that the Victorian Government should provide funding to make it easier for these children to attend the same kindergartens as children without disabilities.
  

“We know that parents and families are desperate to receive the support they need to help their children realise their full potential.

“We know that kindergartens and Early Childhood Services are able to make a real difference in the lives of children with disabilities.

“What we don’t know is why these children are being left at the end of the queue in Government funding,” said Ms Gavidia-Payne.   
“Our daughter Sofia was born with Down Syndrome.  Under the current criteria, Sofia was unable to obtain Kindergarten Inclusion Support Service (KISS) funding until the last semester of her final year of kindergarten.  Consequently the kindergarten and our family were placed under great anxiety and hardship.  However, most importantly, Sofia was not able to get a fair start in life, to realise her potential and fully participate with her peers.  The government recognises that our children’s early years are their most important, surely then they need to adequately invest in these formative years for all children,” says parents Andrea Day and Giuseppe Scollo. 

Early Childhood Intervention Australia (Victorian Chapter) has been joined by Kindergarten Parents Victoria and the Association for Children with a Disability in calling for funding increases to support children with a disability or developmental delay.
“Children with disabilities and developmental delays need immediate access to Early Childhood Intervention services on diagnosis, they need their families to be resourced so they can help care for them and they need support to achieve in kindergarten and child-care programs.

“We have received over 5,000 responses from people who share this view and will be ensuring that the Victorian Government is aware of this support for a fairer deal for all Victorian children,” said Ms Gavidia-Payne.  
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� 	Newspoll survey commissioned by ECIA, 9-11 April 2010.  Survey was conducted on the Newspoll Telephone Omnibus amongst a representative sample of 300 Victorian respondents aged 18 years and over.








